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DENNIS, ALFRED LEWIS PINNEO

(May 21, i874-Nov. 14, 1930), historian, was
born in Beirut, Syria, the only son and the sec-
ond child of Dr. James Shepard Dennis [q.v.]
and Mary Elizabeth (Pinneo) Dennis, both of
whom belonged to old New Jersey families of
English stock. Frederic Shepard Dennis \_q*v.~\
was his uncle. He early developed a keen in-
terest in history and diplomacy from his life
in Beirut, a center of international contacts,
where his father was for many years the presi-
dent of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary
of that city. He was graduated from Princeton
in 1896, and, after continuing his historical
studies at Columbia, Heidelberg, and Harvard,
received the degree of Ph.D. from Columbia
in 1901. He had married Mary Boardman Cable,
the daughter of George W. Cable \_q.vJ\t on
June 7, 1899. He had a rapid rise professionally:
instructor and professor of history and political
science at Bowdoin College, 1901-04; associate
professor of history at the University of Chi-
cago, 1904-05; lecturer in history at Harvard,
1905-06; and professor of history, and for a
time chairman of the department, at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, 1906-20. After resigning
his professorship at Wisconsin to devote himself
entirely to historical research, he later resumed
his university work in 1923 when he accepted
the professorship of modern history at Clark
University, a position which he held until his
death, and where he usually gave alternate
semesters to lecturing and to historical inves-
tigation and writing.

After the outbreak of the First World War, he
devoted most of his time to various forms of war
work. He was successively temporary secretary
of the Wisconsin state council of defense, 1917;
captain in the military intelligence division of
the General Staff of the United States army,
1918-19; and assistant military attache, Ameri-
can embassy, London, reporting to the Peace
Conference at Paris, 1919. He was later awarded
the British Military Cross. Before the United
States entered the war he was influential in ob-
taining the passage by Congress of the important
acts establishing national and state councils of
defense.

Dennis was regarded as among the leading
American historians in the field of modern his-
tory and international relations. His chief pub-
lications, in addition to many magazine articles,
were: Eastern Problems at the Close of the
Eighteenth Century (1901), which was his doc-
toral dissertation; The Anglo-Japanese Alliance
(1923), which was written originally for the
use of the members of the Washington Confer-
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ence on the Limitation of Armament, 1921-22;
The Foreign Policies of Soviet Russia (1924) ;
"John Hay," a biography in The American Sec-
retaries of State and Their Diplomacy, edited
by Samuel F. Bemis (vol. IX, 1929) ; and Ad-
ventures in American Diplomacy, 1806-1906
(1928), which was his most important volume
since it contained considerable new material
based on previously unused sources. For some
time before his death he had been working on
what he hoped would be his magnum opiis: a
study of British history from 1880 to the nine-
teen twenties. It was to appear in two volumes;
the first had been largely completed at the time
of his death, and much material had been col-
lected for the second.

With many interests in life, Dennis was first
of all a scholar and author. He spared himself
no labor if it enabled him to discover unused
historical sources and make them the basis for
articles and books. He was most deeply inter-
ested in diplomacy and in contemporary interna-
tional relations. For writing in this field he was
well equipped by long periods of study and resi-
dence abroad and in Washington and by a wide
circle of acquaintances in the diplomatic world.
He visited England frequently and enjoyed es-
pecially his friends there, many of whom were
in high positions in the British government.
It was while he was in London, in October 1930,
that overwork on his forthcoming British his-
tory led to the illness which, after his return to
Worcester the following month, resulted in his
death. He was survived by his wife and by
their two daughters, Mary Elizabeth and Louise
Cable.

[.Who's Who in America, 1930-31 ; Mary Cable
Dennis, The Tail of the Comet (1937), pt. II; Slavonic
and East European Rev., June 1931; Jour, of Modern
Hist.f Mar. 1931; Am. Hist. Rev.f Jan. 1931; N. Y.
Times, Nov. 15, 1930-]          GEORGS H. BLAKESLEE

DENNIS, FREDERIC SHEPARD (Apr. 17,
i85O-Mar. 8, 1934) surgeon, was born in New-
ark, N, J., the sixth child and fourth son of
Alfred Lewis Dennis and his first wife, Eliza
(Shepard) Dennis, and a descendant of Joseph
Dennis of Sussex County, N. J., who died in
1770. James Shepard Dennis [g.'z/.] was his
brother; Alfred Lewis Pinneo Dennis [g.z/.L
his nephew. His father was president of the
New Jersey Railroad & Transportation Com-
pany with a good social and financial position
in New York. Frederic attended Winchester In-
stitute in Winchester Center, Conn., where he
was a classmate of William H. Welch [g.v.] of
Norfolk, whose professional career was marked
by many contacts with that of his own. Later
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